A mixed methods study examining the application of an occupation-focused self-management intervention in people with cancer from Ireland was conducted by Boland et al. (2018) . A 6-week programme was delivered to 26 participants with cancer, who regarded this positively but felt that early intervention was important. The programme appeared to assist cancer survivors with their transition from treatment to survivorship. Lauckner et al. (2018) examined the practical problems encountered by occupational therapists in developing community-centred approaches. Twelve occupational therapists from across Canada were interviewed by telephone using both individual interviews and focus group discussions. The findings suggest that there is uncertainty within the profession about how to manage the inclusion of a community focus pragmatically in practice. Connolly et al. (2018) reported statistically significant results from a pilot study, albeit small, aimed at reducing stress. The intervention was a 6-week stress management and wellbeing programme delivered using a health promotion approach in primary care. The quantitative results were also supported by the qualitative data collected and suggest this is an area that warrants further investigation. Reablement continues to be topical in delivering treatment and care in the community. Zingmark et al. (2018) , in a Swedish study, used a web-based survey to collect data from both occupational therapists and physiotherapists about the actual interventions they used in delivering reablement. The authors concluded on the need for professionals to critically reflect on the focus, and the content and duration, of their interventions.
Finally, a contribution from Australia by Tieck et al. (2018) reported on data gathered from interviews in people with dyspnoea, to record their lived experiences of having the condition. The authors concluded by noting the importance of functional participation for improved engagement and improved quality of life and suggest there is scope for targeted occupational therapy involvement.
I would like to extend my thanks to all those who responded to the call for papers for this special issue, demonstrating the key interest in this important area of practice. The contributions in this issue of the journal also show the range of methodological approaches employed which are relevant to both researchers and practitioners.
